could forget the fierce answer of the Leydeners when they
were, for the last time, summoned to surrender, that the
men of Leyden would never surrender while they had one
arm left to eat, and another to fight with! And the not
less terrible reply of the Burgemeester Pieter Adriaanzoon
Vander Werf, to some of the townsmen when they repre-
sented to him the extremity of famine to which they were
reduced; 'I have sworn to defend this city,' he made answer,
'and by God's help I mean to keep that oath! but if my
death can help ye men, here is my body! cut it in pieces, and
share it among ye as far as it will go.5 And who without par-
taking in the hopes and fears of the contest, almost as if it
were still at issue, can peruse the details of that amphibious
battle (if such an expression may be allowed) upon the inun-
dated country, when, in the extremity of their distress, and
at a time when the Spaniards said that it was as impossible
for the Hollanders to save Leyden from their power, as it
was for them to pluck the stars from heaven/a great south
wind, which they might truly say came from the grace of
God,' set in with such a spring tide, that in the course of
eight-and-forty hours, the inundation rose half a foot, thus
rendering the fields just passable for the flat-bottomed boats
which had been provided for that service ! A naval battle,
among the trees; where the besieged, though it was fought
within two miles of their walls, could see nothing because
of the foliage; and amid such a labyrinth of dykes, ditches,
rivers and fortifications, that when the besiegers retired
from their palisades and sconces, the conquerors were not
aware of their own success, nor the besieged of their
deliverance !
'In this delivery,' says the historian, 'and in every
particular of the enterprise, doubtless all must be attributed
to the mere providence of God, neither can man challenge
any glory therein; for without a miracle all the endeavours
of the Protestants had been as wind. But God who is
always good, would not give way to the cruelties wherewith
the Spaniards threatened this town, with all the insolencies
whereof they make profession in the taking of towns
(although they be by composition) without any respect of
humanity or honesty. And there is not any man but will